
English 8 - Period 3 

Mr. Edney - Room 3 

Mercer Area School District 
 

Course Description:   
The students will be learning English Language Arts (ELA) concepts that align to the PA 

Common Core Standards (CCS).  The students will complete activities within each of the 

following ELA CCS areas. 

1. Foundational skills  

2. Informational Text  

3. Literature  

4. Writing  

5. Speaking & Listening  

 

Instructional Materials: 
 Daily Oral Language (DOL) 

 Paragraph revisions 

 Skill Lessons 

 Interactive Worksheets 

 Oral and Written Instruction 

 Selected reading passages 

 ELA Binder 

 PA Common Core themed reading passages, writing prompts, and bellringer questions 

 Text-Dependent Analysis 

 Prentice Hall Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes (Silver Level) 

Assessments:   
 Argumentative, Narrative, and Informative Essays; summative assessments 

 Text-Dependent Analysis 

 Inferencing from short stories and poetry; formative assessments 

 Parts of speech; formative assessments (formal & informal)  

 Punctuation; formative assessments (formal & informal) 

 Civil War Project; summative assessment (culmination of Civil War unit) 

 Daily Oral Language (DOL); weekly quizzes 

Classroom Expectations:   

The classroom expectations are simple.  The student must bring a pencil and assignment book to class.  The 

student must be prepared for class by arriving on time, bringing required materials, etc.  Finally, the student 

must have a positive attitude towards himself/herself, peers, and teachers.    

 

 



The 3 Ps 

1. Pencil 

2. Prepared 

3. Positive 

Academic Integrity  
"Students caught cheating, plagiarizing, copying homework and/or test, quizzes, and using a paper from the 

Internet will be given a "0" (zero) on that assignment. In addition, their name will be reported to the office and 

filed in the event of future violations. Repeated violation could result in removal from class and a non-passing 

grade." 

 

Grading Scale: 
96.5 ↑ A+  
92.5 ↑ A  
89.5 ↑ A-  
86.5 ↑ B+  
82.5 ↑ B  
79.5 ↑ B-  
76.5 ↑ C+  
72.5 ↑ C  
69.5 ↑ C-  
66.5 ↑ D+  
62.5 ↑ D  
59.5 ↑ D-  
Below F  

 

Homework: 
Homework assignments will be practice PSSA reading passages or writing prompts, reading 
assigned pages from novel, answering comprehension questions, and completing various 
projects/assignments that coincide with reading selections.  Any student who is absent has the 
responsibility of asking for assignments upon return, and he/she will be expected to complete 
the assignment in the same time frame.  

 
Homework Philosophy  
"The application of homework within almost every learning activity is a valuable means of reinforcement and 

evaluation. It is the teacher's role to define such assignments and the responsibility of the students to 

complete them on time. Parents must also assume their responsibility in regard to student homework; 

therefore, proper communication between the home and the school are vital in establishing assignments, 

which can significantly contribute to the overall educational process." 

 

Contact Information: 

Mercer Area School District (724)-662-5104 

Mr. Edney’s E-Mail:  dedney@mercer.k12.pa.us  
 

mailto:dedney@mercer.k12.pa.us

